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President’s Message
Happy Holidays
This is traditionally a time of family get togethers and holidy busy-ness.
Although it is a different time this year, I do hope that
all of you are able to find some time for relaxation
and family/friends time – even if it is remote.
Last month’s session with Jeremy Siskind was filled
with so much valuable information with respect to
teaching jazz to your students. Jeremy has done
quite a bit in the field of helping the more classically
trained teachers to teach more authentically in the
jazz styles. This coming program features Michelle
Do, who will be discussing “Kinesthetic Awareness
and its effect on Performance”. In this interactive session, Michelle will be
demonstrating how to be aware of the muscles involved in musical
performance and how to effectively use the body when dealing with
various technical challenges.
The Theme festival is moving along, and we are so grateful for the work
that Ming-I and Wendy are putting into preparing the materials for the
judges to view later this month. The registration the Baroque Festival and
the VOCE Competition is finishing up this month as well. Please see later
in this newsletter for details of these two events. In addition, registration for
the Bach festival will open up on December 1st. Each of these events will
be presented in a different way, from closed door live event for the Bach
Festival, to YouTube Uploads for VOCE and video uploads via Dropbox
for the Baroque festival. Details will be discussed at the meeting on
Wednesday, December 2nd, and I hope you will join us to hear all about
each of these events.
For those who have missed any of the meetings, these are being
recorded, and will be available shortly. We are working through some of
the legal and practical logistics of how best make these available to
everyone.
I look forward to our upcoming meeting and seeing all of you online.
Best wishes for a joyful and peaceful holiday season.

Nancy Woo
president@mtacoc.org
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Kinesthetic Awareness and its Effect on Performance: Michelle Do
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Branch Meeting & Program
Kinesthetic Awareness and its Effect on Performance
The physics of movement can greatly affect the
production of sound. In this presentation, I will map
out and clarify the many relationships that exist
between different muscles of the back and upper
torso, as they relate to piano performance. I will talk
about the idea of “kinesthesia” - one’s awareness of
one’s body in space - and elaborate on how
developing and refining awareness of such can
contribute positively to different aspects of piano
technique. Common technical challenges such as
octaves, runs, and large leaps can be made easier by
engaging the proper arm and back muscles, which I
will demonstrate in my presentation.

Artist Bio
Michelle Do began piano studies at the age of 6, and
has worked with teachers such as Sofia Zukerman,
Alison Edwards, and
Emile Naoumoff. She is
a graduate of the
University of Southern
California, where she
received a Doctorate of
Musical Arts under
Stephen Pierce. She
previously attended
institutions such as
Indiana University (MM)
and California State
University – Fullerton
(BM). She has been a laureate of competitions such as
the Gail Newby Concerto Competition, the La Mirada
Arts Competition, the Music Associates Competition, the
Redlands Bowl Young Artists Auditions, the American
Protégé International Piano and Strings Competition, the
American Protégé International Concerto Competition,
and the Latin American Recording Competition, among
others. She is a National Guild artist and has earned the
Paderewski medal for her achievements.
Michelle has given concerts in several venues
nationwide, including the Richard Nixon Library and

Event Details

Meeting Details
Wednesday December 2, 2020
Zoom: zoom.us
Meeting ID: 813 9841 2322
Password: 185869
Board Meeting: 9:30 AM
General Meeting: 10:30 AM
To access this meeting,
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81398412322?pwd=
Wjhsd2tRRlpHYitUcHpFOEJjNUF2dz09
To join by phone, dial +1 669 900 6833 and
enter the meeting ID information.
Birthplace Memorial, Roselle Hall, Meng Hall, and the
Redlands Bowl. She made her Carnegie Hall debut in
2014, playing a solo program in Weill Recital Hall. Her
studies have allowed her to participate in several
masterclasses, among which were taught by Menahem
Pressler, Gabriela Montero, and Nelita True. Michelle
has also been active nationwide; she completed a
concert tour in 2010 entitled “Music for Peace” as part of
the International Music Institute and Festival, which
allowed her to give solo performances across
Pennsylvania, Maryland, and New York.
Michelle has performed in concerts such as the Young
Talents showcase and Stars of Tomorrow, as well as
appearing as a soloist with the La Mirada Symphony
Orchestra, Orange County Collegiate Orchestra, the
Southern California Philharmonic, and the Indiana
University Philharmonic. A versatile collaborative pianist,
she formed the Deuxieme Trio with violinist Darryl Black
and cellist Benjamin Coyte, performing chamber
concerts across Southern California. She continues to
remain active as a soloist and chamber musician.

Look at the next few pages for details on the Baroque
Festival, Bach Festival, Theme Festival and VOCE.

Baroque Festival
Judi Moore, Dr. Kookhee Hong
The Baroque Festival is open to all disciplines. Students of all ages and levels are welcome, including ensembles.
Only original pieces from the Baroque period are acceptable. Students may only play one piece or one movement
and it must be memorized. Every student will receive a Certificate of Participation.
The registration form was e-mailed to all members on November 10. If you did not receive the registration form,
contact Kookhee Hong. The deadline to register is
December 10.
This year, our Baroque Festival will be virtual. Teachers
will receive a link for their video recording and instructions
by December 10. All uploaded videos must be received
by January 8. Students will be divided into two or three
separate programs, depending upon the number registered.
This year our guest artist is pianist and harpsichordist
Magdalena Stern-Baczewska. She is the Director of the
Music Performance Program at the Department of Music at
Columbia University. As an award-winning soloist and
recording artist, she performs internationally. Her
performances, hailed as “eloquent and technically flawless,”
have been broadcast on radio stations across America, on
Voice of America, and on European radio and television.
Date: Saturday, January 23, 2021
9:00 AM-2:00 PM
Location: Online
Fee: $20 per student
Ensembles, $15 per student
Register online
Mail student list and one check payable to MTAC Orange County Branch to:
Judi Moore
1581 Kimberwick Drive
Santa Ana, CA 92705
Registration Deadline: December 10, 2020

Bach Festival
Susan Bana, sbana@att.net
ATTENTION TEACHERS
TEACHERS NEED TO BECOME FAMILIAR WITH AND FOLLOW ALL RULES AND GUIDELINES THAT ARE
PRINTED IN SEPARATE PAGES AT: scjbf.org
Registration opens:

Tuesday, December 1, 2020

Registration closes:

Friday, February 5, 2021 (postmark)

Branch festival:

Saturday, March 20, 2021,
Fields Piano, 810 E. Dyer Rd.

Student fees:

$35.00, Teacher’s checking account, MTAC
Orange County Branch, (Bach Festival in memo).

Teacher non-involvement: $30.00
Mail to:

Susan Bana, 2804 N. Kingsgate Dr., Orange, CA
92867

INCLUDE:

A copy of the Registration Report

Continuing in 2021:

$10.00 teacher fee to access the scjbf.org student
registration system. EXCEPTION: Those
teachers who Registered and paid in 2020.

Continuing in 2021:

Selections from the Anna Magdalena Bach Notebook: ANH: #113-132 for those
students who wish to participate in the branch festival and receive comments.

Format:

2021 Bach Branch Festivals during COVID-19 Pandemic: All standard SCJBF
rules still apply as listed on the scjbf website. The Orange County Branch will follow
the local and state guidelines at the time of the festival. Students may be disqualified
from performing if they or anyone in their family do not adhere to these guidelines.

CLOSED LIVE AUDITIONS: Only socially distanced, in person judges, the festival chair and teacher
workers/helpers and one student performer at a time will be allowed in the Recital
Hall. Subsequent students will wait outside in their cars and be texted to enter the
venue at their time. Masks are required upon entering and during their performance.
Disinfecting door handles, restrooms, music stands, keyboard and chairs will be
required. Additional details forthcoming.
LASTLY:

Delete students who will not be eligible to participate in 2021 who are:
a. Are no longer in your studio
b. By April 1, 2021 have passed
o
o
o

their 19th birthday
their 22nd birthday (Organists)
their 25th birthday (Vocalists)

MTAC Orange County Branch
Theme Festival
Co-Chairs: Wendy-I Chen and Ming-I Chen (MTACOCTF@GMAIL.COM)
Congratulations to the teachers for completing the uploading process. I'm so impressed
that almost all of you have gone through this without too much problem. Thank you very
much for working with us so patiently!
I'd like to remind both the teachers and the parents that the video must stay uploaded on
YouTube until the end of the Festival, that is December 20.
In a way, both the teachers’ and the students’ work is done. While waiting for the adjudicating process, it’s nice to
switch your attention to the other pieces. Wendy and I are in the process of uploading each video and sheet music
to Judges Comment Sheets online. We have encountered some major and minor problems. However, so far, all
seems solvable, especially for the problem about uploading the PDF files for some students. Wendy solved the
problem by simply removing the “#” from the title, thank goodness!
We have set the time of November 20 to December 4 to do upload and to prepare Judges’ comment sheets and
score sheets. Judges’ adjudicating period is from December 5-12. Winner’s competition will be adjudicated on
December 14-17. We will post the result online on MTACOC website on December 20.
The award system is still the same as before. All the students will be awarded with medal or ribbon and receive
the judges’ comments sheets. Judges will select one First Place Winner and one Second Place Winner (formerly
known as the Alternate Winner) for each division in the Festival. First Place Winner will receive a trophy, Second
Place Winner will receive a gold medal and a Certificate. First Place Winners of the Festival will compete in the
Winner’s Competition using the same video submitted for the Festival. For the Winner’s Competition, judges will
also select one First Place Winner and one Second Place Winner for each Division, with cash award of $200
dollars and $100 dollars respectively.
The awards can be picked up after December 20th. We have two locations for pickup, one is at Wendy’s Studio in
Diamond Bar, the other is at Ming-I’s Studio in Irvine. We will send out specific directions in an email to the
teachers later.
We want to thank the Board for the $100 honorarium. We appreciate the opportunity to serve the Branch.
Wish you all a Happy Holiday!
Ming-I Chen
Wendy I. Chen

VOCE
Wendy Castille, VOCE Chair

Registration Fees
Competitive Divisions

•

Solo: $60

•

Ensemble: $50 per ensemble member

Non-Competitive Divisions:

•

Solo: $45

•

Ensemble: $35 per ensemble member

Event Format
The format of this year’s event has changed to a remote event, using video upload to YouTube for the student
performances.
VIDEO RECORDINGS (Submission Quality Guidelines) – Complete directions for video upload process will be
sent by January 20, 2021.

•

YouTube recording should be a fair representation of the Applicant’s abilities.

•

YouTube listing should be set to “unlisted”

•

The recordings are not required to be of professional quality.

•

The video should be a complete and original performance, with no edits allowed.

•

All applicants must perform from memory (except Ensemble and “non-competitive” divisions) and
with no-repeats.

•

The recording must be clearly labeled with the Student/Ensemble ID# and Application ID# in
addition to the titles of the pieces. Do not include teacher or student name.

•

The recording must be free of background noise and distortion

•

Applicants will be sent a form to submit the link for the video.

•

NO video should over 9 Mins long.

Deadlines
Application Deadline: December 1, 2020
Payment/Application Edit Close Date: December 10, 2020
Deadline to submit videos: February 20, 2021.
Results Posted: March 3, 2021.

MTAC OC
Social Media
MTAC Orange County Branch is on
Facebook, Instagram and Twitter. Like
us, follow us and keep up to date with
our events. Be sure to look for the
“official” MTAC OC branch pages.

MTAC OC Board of Directors

TITLE
www.facebook.com/OfficialMTACOC

instagram.com/officialmtacoc/

https://twitter.com/OfficialMTACOC

Newsletter
Contributions
If you have an article for the newsletter or
information that would be valuable to the
membership, please send this information to
me by the 15th of the previous month. You
may email it to newsletter@mtacoc.org, or
by mail, send to Nancy Woo, c/o Southwest
Conservatory, 18430 Brookhurst Street,
Suite 101, Fountain Valley, CA 92708.
Please use the subject “MTAC Notations”
in any email correspondence.
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Monthly Programs 2020-2021
September 9, 2020 CM Preparation, Judith Moore
and Nancy Hsu

January 13, 2021 Alumni Recital, Andrew
Edwards, Piano

October 7, 2020

February 3, 2021

Kyla McCarrel, Soprano

March 10, 2021

Duo Art, Minji Noh and Dr.
KookHee Hong, Piano

April 7, 2021

Piano Master Class, Hans
Boepple

May 5, 2021

Moni Simeonov, Violin,

June 2, 2021

Scholarship Winners Recital

Transform Your Teaching
with Technology, Nancy Woo

November 4, 2020 5 Things Every Piano
Teacher Should Know About
Jazz, Jeremy Siskind
December 2, 2020 Kinesthetic Awareness and its
Effect on Performance, Dr.
Michelle Do

MTAC Orange County
Branch
18430 Brookhurst Street, Suite 101
Fountain Valley, CA 92708

